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 The first year of life of preterm infants is the most important period in the de-
velopment and implementation of compensatory possibilities. Physical impairment in post-neonatal period significantly 
correlates with long-term neurological and somatic consequences. We assessed physical development of infants with 
birth weight less than 2000 g before discharge from the hospital and at the age of one year of their chronological age. 
We have found that only in 30% of children with ELBW and in about 50% with low and very low birth weight physical 
development before discharge corresponds to the gestational age. By the end of the first year of life in 40-50% of 
children with birth weight less than 2000 g impairments of physical development are formed. Monitoring of physical 
development of premature infants using Fenton graphs allows to detect deviations and carry out correction. 
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